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Giving Back Through Coaching 
 
When Madeira’s Cross Country coach Josh Dooley sent out the need for middle school coaches, two Madeira 
parents whose own kids were out of school answered the call. 
 
Rachelle and John Kirby’s son Joseph, a 2019 graduate, was an avid cross country runner. He practiced with 
the team when he was in 6th grade, started running on the team in 7th grade and continued to run in high 
school. He was a member of the Madeira High School (MHS) team that went to State for the first time in 19 
years and went on to enjoy running in college. Since the sport had such a positive influence on their son’s life, 
Rachelle and John were big fans of cross country. In addition to the health benefits, they saw how cross 
country taught students leadership skills, discipline, the rewards of hard work and perseverance. 
  
When it was advertised that there was a need for middle school cross country coaches, Rachelle and John 
wanted to see the program continue. They are now Madeira Middle School Cross Country assistant coaches 
with head coach Connor Higgins – who the Kirby’s consider to be a natural with youthful enthusiasm who 
knows how to make running fun.     
 
The couple heard it once said that “a life of service is a life well lived” and believed that was true. Rachelle and 
John didn't want to miss the opportunity to serve and said, “Madeira City Schools has given so much to our 
children, we wanted the opportunity to give back. Cross country is something we both enjoy and love, so 
it filled multiple needs for us, first serving and second serving together. This season has been one of our 
greatest joys, we love our team - they are fantastic kids, we can't wait to see what they do in the future.” 
   

 
 

Pictured at the CHL championship 
race where the girls won the title and 

the boys were runners up are (Row 1 l 
to r): Harper Deininger, Ava Grace 

Lampe, Blaine Causey, Lillie 
Blackwelder, Abe Newmann, Boden 
Starr, Coach Connor Higgins, Lucy 
Folger, Norah Kellett, Anna LeRoy. 

Row 2: Paige World, Ella Tinsler, 
Olivia Feichtner, Troy Harding, Sam 

Cervasco, Alessandro (Sandy) 
Caggioni, Elliot Addino, Jeff Hecht, 

Coach John Kirby, Lauren 
Klosterman, Penelope (Poppy)Hwang. 
Row 3: Coach Rachelle Kirby, Jaizmin 
Ward, Kimmi Ward, Jack Payne, Tyler 

Matsudo. Missing: Elizabeth Zalba, 
Chase Daisey, Brooke Ashton, Drew 

Schau, Natalie Schau and Jakob 
Robertson, Ellie and Kate Rossman-

Roach, Olivia Naegeli and Lucy Miller 
 
 


